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Unit Overview
In this unit, the children will watch the amazing and powerful beginning of
the church. From early on, the church faced incredible victories and painful
tests. The children will see Jesus come to life in the disciples who were deter-
mined to be just like him. The children will also see the heart of Paul for the
church and its mission as he traveled around the world. Ultimately, the chil-
dren will see that God wants them to love his church and to be a part of it.

Unit Goals
• The children will learn that the church is God’s kingdom on earth today.
• The children will understand that God is still powerfully involved in the

church’s mission today.
• The children will believe that God has a plan for them to become disciples.

Early Church and Missions

Unit Contents
Lesson 1 Pentecost
Scripture Memory Verse Acts 2:39
“The promise is for you and your children and
for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord
our God will call.” 
The children will see that God is the supreme promise
keeper as they watch the church begin with power and
glory! Not only will the children see the power-filled
events that surrounded that special day of Pentecost,
but they will also see that the church is God’s kingdom
on earth today.

Lesson 2 The Church Grows
Scripture Memory Verse 1 Timothy 2:4 (NIRV)
[God] wants everyone to be saved.
As amazing as its beginning, the church grew rapidly in
strength and numbers. The children will get a vision for
their own lives as they see God’s desire for everyone to
be saved.

Lesson 3 Paul and the Early Church
Scripture Memory Verse Philemon 7
Your love has given me great joy and encour-
agement, because you, brother, have refreshed
the hearts of the saints. 
Best friends just get better in this lesson about friend-
ship in the kingdom. As the children learn about the
special relationship between Paul and Philemon, they
will get a vision for how they can have best friends in
the church.

Lesson 4 Philip and the Ethiopian
Scripture Memory Verse Acts 8:30-31
“Do you understand what you are reading?”
Philip asked. 

“How can I,” he said, “unless someone
explains it to me?”
The children will take the ride of a lifetime as they hear
this story about Philip and the Ethiopian. Not only will
the children see that God had a plan for the Ethiopian,
but they will consider how God helps people to find
him today.
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